From:

9,

(

aditas

(e

A

To:-9997154 05/12/2022 14:46 #135 P.0OO1

r
58)\1“ LLE [u) 5% "N 135 oY 3pp TTAY BN M5

PRI SHE 93 121 93 ©IBD LIPL 1M | 7B DN DEID 135 op Iy YD {

T BT PEDED B B DIE DiSn
9P 6 6 DEHYS wsma mim bro b7 Son vo3 QLARINT dry Pelitphy
5 »apd m 3w v oD% op e pvd o PR 7w
fopor ,oepn 3 % wam wbdm ohipe A9 PIIM PDY Wh vEIE: PP
DUDADI PRp D) 3P pRsn o3k pb G n3nbod o7h 15 DY T Eb a0md
370 M7 o e opaph pfn  TMYE T Pop onane b sph oprrs
PRID BRAED3 D7IPOR DPxpw Op  OONOD DDEW In poabm oREpnn
pY OY03Y OEb o B top WDp oo odEE PYD omEnnn TNk B s e
B P D IS puy ovpdh Dpsb  ORDd Sov oo opap ph o dnb

DSHBO BN30 D7 PO >-7p opbp Haply  dREW prod 3ppd Mp rEh Y7o p) |

DO WD W ONEDd PWr ThES OV Ph opn vEpn etk hn
obDy bwn Bsod oprh ompoe  »3PD ol 9 o7h Sp s o7 anb
o 2o 3w Tn oopdpz ppyph 27D PYEM v b JEm prdd o7t
TPE YUIPRE 0 obh oavstd oEyxe 0N Dodh huIn 37B3 Y5 oy Y

LIP3 I mn P36 Paps p300 (( PPTI YUEES W LB prp b (|

e 3py mohy oopkh opah b DubSE 6% a» bubp vrp orpb
YR A7 pY DEY 13 By Wp vord ek ovphb orpab po orusp pEb o
07B0_13pE gfy Bron vEDHD Ypd B B pEdn qrps ped 395 woomy pish 3o

ph B Hio voamy v b s prdd Aw R, P pap pd3 B1D pIbE bEap

v3p op op whe pib ph 5 wsp A fir aon dpumse ph ob w0 pap s VA

CR73PD 30 DD A0V wh HE v p3pd Ph oY s b b b aps

PO B e e vy gy
19 50D D BB O DEWY pIPD

By wopp won oty b ph Ph s —oted (29

oy owd e W oo T

e ‘P‘Lz ]:1‘7 Y - I have sojourned with Laban. Jacob was taken away from his parental home and

expenenced a long night of darkness, misery, and distress. He was burdened with the mission of
proving to the world that the covenantal coramunity was capable of practicing Abraham’s unique
moral code, by living a lifestyle of saintliness—not only in the Promised Land, but in exile, far from
the hills and valleys of Hebron and Shechem. 73 137 o, I have sojourned with Laban, yet I observed
the 613 mitzvos (Rashi). Jacob stayed with Labar for twenty years, enough time 1o settle down and
Become a citizen of Haran and to consider himself a veteran resident of Haran. He should have
said, 'mawh 13 oy, [ have settled with Laban, but he said ', sjourned; he felt a stranger in Haran,
the way his son Joseph later felt a stranger in Egypt. He had not assimilated; he had not integrated
himself into Labans society and community; he had not accepted their morals, their code of eth-
ics, or their Lfestyle. He soiourned in Haran for a long time, yet he preserved his moral religious
identity: Hjs commitment to the God of Abraham, his commitmentto THE Way oOf TFEURTTIE God
of Abraham sanctioned, his commitment to the Promised Land. All those commitments, and many
more, were not affected at all. Jacob was as dedicated at the end of his twenty years of servitude in
Labar's house as he was thar first pight he spent on the cold stones in Beth-El whenhe pledged. the
Lord will be my God (28:21). At the completion of his sojourn in Haran, the angel of God revealed
himself to Jacob: [ am the God of Beth-El, where you anointed a monument, where you pronounced to
Me a vow {31:13). In other words, you remained loyal to your spiritual heritage and faith in Me.
J&Wask he again had to prove that Abraham’s covenant could
be practiced outside the Promised Land that the moral laws are not contingent upon geography
and chronology. The differencehenues _ ssignments is a dual one. First, Jacob
Frd to prove that the Torahis Tezhzahle in Doverty and opgresswn that the immigrant—no matter
how hard he has to work for a livelihood, no matter how poor 2nd Oppressed—is c:,gmgle if he
makes up his mind, to give devotion and loyalty to his ancestral tradition. Joseph’s mission was to
demonstrate that enormous siiccess_ unlimited riches, admiration, prominence, and DOWer are not

16 in conflict with a saintly covenantal Jife. The immigrant, no maner What nis qestiy Ifiy turns out Lo

be—glorious success or miserable failure—can, if he possesses the heroic quality of either Jacob or
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Joseph, attend 10 his commitment.
! Second, Jacob had to manifest his heroic quality in a backward country. Haran was a pastoral
camp. Joseph demonstrated his heroic action in the most advanced civilization of antiquity, Egypt.
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Sw X3 O3 mwa Tpn e o have often argued that the episode in which the Jewish people
nR »ms 1 e d kY K WY acquired its pame ~ when Jacob wrestled with an unnamed advers
M _awy M He Kbw T amsn at night and received the name Israel, as we saw earlier — s essen:;'g]arym
MY TNJW 03 YW WITeT wrmn an understanding of what it is to be a Jew. [ argue here that it is equall
TRt 53 amy an®S Awan myy4l  critical to understanding what it is to Jead. ey
YIX2 Ty nnxi o Yrmn twk wad There are several theories as to the identity of “the man” who
Moz Ty ow e att wrm | orw wrestled with the patriarch that night. The Torah calls him a man. The
st T2 TO¥ DA P OO prophet Hosea calls him an angel (Hos. 12:4-5). The sages say it' was
oI v KopbR MM urIK D Same'lel, g!{ardian angel of Esav and a force for evil.! Jacob himself was .
T T e T8 15T '!J’Izmﬁ:s(] convinced it was God. “Jacob called the place Penje], saying, Ttis because
ZTTRE YRR 0T PIDWW T 1020 Tsaw God face to face, and yet my life was spared” (Gen. 32:31).
K1 MR WY T e v i XY K My argument is that we can only understand the passage against
TR L YIKAY. OXTe [IBn by 1 the entire background of Jacobs life Jacob was born holding onto Esau’s

MG o e T s s Gmi {W h?el. He bought Esau’s birthright. He stole Esau’s blessing. When his
531 A 3 MR BT b blind father asked him who he was, he replied, “Tam Esau your firstborn”
3) (Gen. 27:19). Jacob was the child who wanted to be Esau.
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“fathers” or “patriarchs” but also “archetypes”). It is not easy to overcome
( the desire to be someone else, to want what they have, to be what they
ara, Most of usTlave such feelings From time to time. Girard argues that
this has been The main source of conflict throughout history. It can take
a lifetime of wrestling before we know who we are and relinquish the

b desire to be \.flm}qﬁ we are not. ‘

More than anyone e else in Genesis, Jacob is surrounded ded by con:
flict: not ]ust i Between himself and ‘Esau, but between himselfand Laban,

@ between Rachel and Leah, and between his children, Joseph and his
brothers. It is as if the Torah were telling us that so long as there is a

Q/ ( * conflict within us, there will be a conflict around us. We have to resolve

('a the tension in ourselves before we can do so for others. We have to be

at peace with ourselves before we can be at peace with the world.
~——TRat is what happens in this parasha. After his wrestling match
with the stranger, Jacob undergoes a tirange-of personality. He gives
r(, back to Esau the blessing he took from him. The previous day he had
" given him back the material blessing by sending him hundreds of goats,
ewes, rams, camels, cows, bulls, and donkeys. Now he gives him back
the blessing that said, “Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons ns of
yousr mother bow down to you” (Gen. 27:29). Jacob bows down seven
times to Esau. He calls Esau “My lord” (33:8), and himself “your ser-
vant” (33:5). He actually uses the word “blessing,” though this fact is
oftén obscured in translation. He says “Please take my blessing that has
beeh brought to you” {33:11). The result is that the two brothers meet
and part in peace.

People conflict. They have different interests, passions, desires,
temperaments. Even if they did not, they would still conflict, as every
parent knows. Children — and not just children — seek attention, and
one cannot attend to everyone equally all the time. Managing the con-
flicts that affect every human group is the work of the leader - and if

. { the leader is not sure of and confident in his or her identity, the con-
flicts will persist, Even if the leader sees himself as a peacemaker, the
conflicts will still endure.

The only answer is to “know thyself” People must wrestle with

themgelves as Jacob did on that fateful pight, {hISwig off the Person

e
DO RERIL D Sk

they rmght like to be but are not they must accept that some people

LA,

will ilk'e them and what they stand for whlle others will not; they must

understand that it is bettér to seek the respect ‘of some than the popu-

larity-of all. This may involve a lifetime of struggle, but the outcome is

an immense strength, No ope is stronger than the person who knows
O i

U1 Who and what he is. T
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